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Never have We sent a Prophet to a place without trying its people with adversity
and hardship that they may humble themselves.

Then We changed adversity into ease until they throve and said: 'Our
forefathers had also seen both adversity and prosperity.' So We suddenly seized
them without their even perceiving it.
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Had the people of those towns believed and been God-fearing, We
would certainly have opened up to them blessings from the heavens

and the earth; but they gave the lie [to their Prophets] and so We
seized them for their deeds.
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Do the people of those towns feel secure that Our punishment will not
come to them at night while they are asleep?

Or, do the people of those towns feel secure that Our punishment will not
come to them by daylight while they are at play?

Do they feel secure against the design of Allah None can feel secure against

the design of Allah except the utter losers.
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Has it not, then, become plain to those who have inherited the earth in the wake of the
former generations that, had We so willed, We could have afflicted them for their sins,
(they, however, are heedless to basic facts and so) We seal their hearts so that they hear
nothing. To those [earlier] communities - some of whose stories We relate to you - there
had indeed come Messengers with clear proofs, but they would not believe what they had
once rejected as false. Thus it is that Allah seals the hearts of those who deny the truth.
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We did not find most of them true to their covenants; indeed We found most of
them to he transgressors.

After those We sent forth Moses with Our signs to Pharaoh and his nobles,83
but they dealt with Our signs unjustly. Observe, then, what happened to the
mischief-makers. And Moses said: '0 Pharaoh! | am a Messenger from the Lord
of the universe.
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And it behoves me to say nothing about Allah except what is true. | have come to you
with a clear sign of having been sent from your Lord. So let the Children of Israel go
with me.” Pharaoh said: if you have brought a sign, then bring it forth if you are
truthful , Thereupon Moses threw his rod, and suddenly it was a veritable serpent.
Then he drew out his hand, and it appeared luminous to all beholders.
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Atlas of the Quran - by Dr Shawqi Abu Khalil (English)

The Splendour that was Egypt - by Margaret A. Murray

In The Steps of Moses: The Law Giver - By Louis Golding




