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The elders of Pharaoh's people said: '"Will you leave alone Moses and his people
to spread mischief in the land, and forsake you and your gods?' Pharaoh replied:
'We will kill their male children and spare their female ones. For indeed we hold
irresistible sway over them. Moses said to his people: 'Seek help from Allah and
be steadfast. The earth is Allah's, He bestows it on those of His servants He
chooses. The end of things belongs to the God-fearing.
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The people of Moses replied: 'We were oppressed before your coming to us
and after it.' Moses said: 'Your Lord will soon destroy your enemy and make

you rulers in the land. Then He will see how you act.
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We afflicted the people of Pharaoh with hard times and with poor harvest that

they may heed,

But whenever prosperity came their way, they said: 'This is our due." And
whatever hardship befell them, they attributed it to the misfortune of Moses
and those who followed him. Surely, their misfortune had been decreed by Allah

- but most of them do not know that.
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And they said to Moses: 'Whatever sign you might produce before us in order to
enchant us, we are not going to believe you.

Then We afflicted them with a great flood and locusts, and the lice96 , and the
frogs, and the blood. All these were distinct signs and yet they remained
haughty. They were a wicked people.
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Each time a scourge struck them they, said: '0 Moses! Pray for us to your Lord
on the strength of the prophet hood He has bestowed upon you. Surely, if you
remove this scourge from us, we will truly believe in you, and will let the
Children of Israel go with you.

But when We removed the scourge from them until a term - a term which they
were bound to reach - they at once broke their promise.
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