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You are now the best people brought forth for (the guidance and
reform of) mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is |
wrong and believe in Allah. Had the People of the Book believed it
were better for them. Some of them are believers but most of them
are transgressors.
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They will not be able to harm you except for a little hurt, and if they fight agalnst
- you they will turn their backs (in flight), and then they will not be succoured. |
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Wherever they were, they were covered with ignominy, except when they
were protected by either a covenant with Allah or a covenant with men.
They are laden with the burden of Allah's wrath, and humiliation is stuck
upon them - and all this because they rejected the signs of Allah and slayed

the Prophets without right, and because they disobeyed and transgressed.
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Yet all are not alike: among the People of the Book there are upright people who recite the
messages of Allah during the hours of the night and prostrate themselves in worship.
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They believe in Allah and in the Last Day and enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong, and hasten to excel each other in

doing good. These are among the righteous.
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Whatever good they do shall not go unappreciated, and Allah fully knows those
who are pious.
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